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8.05 Vehicular Pursuits  

When necessary and unavoidable to enforce the law and protect the public, the Cary Police 
Department will conduct police pursuits with utmost regard for the principles of safety and the 
welfare of innocent persons. 

[Definitions]  [When Pursuit is Allowed]  [When Pursuit is Not Allowed] 
Pursuit Responsibilities:  [Primary Unit Responsibilities]  [Assisting Unit Responsibilities] 

[Supervisory Unit Responsibilities]  [Emergency Communications Officer Responsibilities] 
[Operations and Tactics]  [Inter-jurisdictional Pursuits]  [Overtaking Violators] 

[Documentation and Reports] 

Definitions 

Vehicular Pursuit – An active attempt by one or more police officers, with due regard for the 
safety of others, in an authorized police vehicle(s) to apprehend a fleeing suspect who is actively 
attempting to elude the police. 

Primary Unit - The police unit that initiates the pursuit or any unit that assumes operational 
responsibility for the pursuit (the unit directly behind the suspect vehicle). 

Actively Engaged in a Pursuit – An officer operating an authorized police vehicle and actively 
pursuing a fleeing motorist, on the same roadway and from a position in which the suspect driver 
reasonably should be aware of the officer’s presence and directive to stop, in an attempt to 
apprehend that motorist, is considered to be actively engaged in a vehicle pursuit. 

Dangerous Felony - A felony that involves an actual or attempted offense which the officer has 
probable cause to believe is, could, or has resulted in death or serious bodily injury; such as 
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aggravated assault, armed robbery, murder, or rape. 

Roadblock - Any method, restriction, or obstruction used or intended for the purpose of 
preventing free passage of motor vehicles on a roadway in order to effect the apprehension of an 
actual or suspected violator 

Commanding Officer - The supervisor assuming and announcing command and control of the 
pursuit via the police radio, usually a District Supervisor. 

When Pursuit is Allowed 

The decision to initiate pursuit is the sole responsibility of the primary unit, and must be based on 
the officer's conclusion that the immediate danger to the public created by the pursuit is less than 
the immediate or potential danger to the public should the suspect remain at large. Any officer in 
an authorized, properly equipped emergency vehicle may initiate pursuit only when all of the 
following criteria are met: 

 The suspect operating the vehicle refuses to stop at the direction of the officer 
 The suspect exhibits articulable driving behavior indicating an active attempt to avoid 

arrest by using a vehicle to flee apprehension  
 The offense is a dangerous felony, or driving while impaired. 

Balancing of Risks 

In deciding the degree of physical and legal risk which will be accepted in initiating a pursuit, it 
is necessary to balance the dangers associated with non-apprehension with the dangers to officers 
and the public associated with an emergency vehicle operation. 

The appropriate balancing of risks shall include consideration of the following: seriousness of the 
suspected offense; the applicable speed limit, intersections and traffic control devices; road 
conditions, congestion, and weather; type and condition of vehicles used at high speeds; 
preparedness of the involved officer(s) to drive with reasonable safety at high speeds; and the use 
of warning signals and lights. 

Officers will use their judgment to continually evaluate and assess the reasonableness of 
continuing to pursue.  Consideration shall be given to the risks listed above in determining 
whether or not it is safer to discontinue or to continue a pursuit.  The primary officer or a 
supervisor will terminate the pursuit if unwarranted risks are present. 

Governing Statutes 

GS 20-145: When speed limit not applicable 
The speed limitations set forth in this Article shall not apply to vehicles when operated with due 
regard for safety under the direction of the police in the chase or apprehension of violators of the 
law or of persons charged with or suspected of any such violation. This exemption shall not, 
however, protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequence of a reckless disregard of 
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the safety of others. 
 
GS 20-156: Exceptions to the right-of-way rule 

(a)       The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross a highway from an alley, building 
entrance, private road, or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on the 
highway to be entered. 

(b)       The driver of a vehicle upon the highway shall yield the right-of-way to police 
vehicles when the operators of said vehicles are giving a warning signal by appropriate light and 
by bell, siren or exhaust whistle audible under normal conditions from a distance not less than 
1,000 feet. When appropriate warning signals are being given, as provided in this subsection, an 
emergency vehicle may proceed through an intersection or other place when the emergency 
vehicle is facing a stop sign, a yield sign, or a traffic light which is emitting a flashing strobe 
signal or a beam of steady or flashing red light. This provision shall not operate to relieve the 
driver of a police vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons 
using the highway, nor shall it protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequence of any 
arbitrary exercise of such right-of-way. 
 
GS 20-141.5: Speeding to elude arrest 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle on a street, highway, or 
public vehicular area while fleeing or attempting to elude a law enforcement officer who 
is in the lawful performance of his duties.  

 Whenever evidence is presented in any court or administrative hearing of the fact that a 
vehicle was operated in violation of this section, it shall be prima facie evidence that the 
vehicle was operated by the person in whose name the vehicle was registered at the time 
of the violation, according to the Division's records. If the vehicle is rented, then proof of 
that rental shall be prima facie evidence that the vehicle was operated by the renter of the 
vehicle at the time of the violation. 

 When the probable cause of the law enforcement officer is based on the prima facie 
evidence rule set forth above, the officer shall make a reasonable effort to contact the 
registered owner of the vehicle prior to initiating criminal process. 

When Pursuit is Not Allowed 

Pursuits will not be initiated when: 

 The precipitating event is a traffic offense, unless that traffic offense constitutes a 
dangerous felony or driving while impaired. 

 The police vehicle does not have adequate emergency equipment (operable blue lights  
siren and headlamps).  

 The police vehicle’s essential equipment (tires, steering, lights, siren, etc.) is not presently 
suitable for the demands of pursuit driving. 

 Driving conditions are unfavorable due to weather, road conditions, traffic or pedestrian 
congestion, or time of day. 

 The police vehicle is carrying civilian passengers, including student interns. 
 The identity of the violator has been established to the point that a later apprehension and 

identification is likely through other means (such as obtaining the license tag number of 
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the fleeing vehicle), unless there exists an unusual need for apprehension. 

Pursuits will not be continued when: 

 Terminated by the Commanding Officer or any supervisor. 
 There is clear and unreasonable hazard to officers, violators, or public. 
 The dangers created outweigh the necessity for immediate apprehension. 
 The emergency response vehicle experiences equipment failure or malfunction involving 

lights, siren, radio, brakes, steering or other essential equipment. 
 The pursuing officer has reason to believe that the fleeing vehicle is being operated by a 

juvenile under the age of 16 whose inexperience behind the wheel may be a compounding 
risk factor. 

 The primary unit is unable to maintain continuous contact with the fleeing vehicle.  
 The primary unit has traveled such a distance to lose effective communications with the 

Communications Center.  

Pursuit Responsibilities 

Primary Unit Responsibilities 

The decision to initiate a pursuit rests with the individual officer. When engaged in a pursuit, 
safety is the prime consideration. Pursuing officers must safeguard their own lives and the lives 
of others. 

Officers must discontinue pursuit whenever the level of risk from the pursuit outweighs the 
potential benefit for public safety. 

Blue lights, siren, and headlamps will be used throughout the duration of the pursuit. 

The pursuing officer will notify the Communications Center immediately upon initiation of a 
pursuit. The officer will advise all information pertinent to the pursuit, including location, 
direction of travel, vehicle description (and registration if possible), reason for pursuit, and 
number of vehicle occupants. The commanding officer will be notified of the pursuit immediately 
and will be regularly updated on the status of the pursuit. 

Officers must immediately terminate a pursuit upon the order of any supervisory personnel. 

Officers must file written documentation of the incident in compliance with departmental 
directives. 

Assisting Unit Responsibilities 

Officers in assisting units must adhere to the same safety directives as the primary unit. 

Assisting units are present for support and may move up, replace the primary unit, or otherwise 
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take action as approved by the commanding officer. 

Supervisory Unit Responsibilities 

Any supervisor may terminate any pursuit at his/her discretion. 

Commanding officers are responsible for monitoring the progress of a pursuit and ordering any 
action they deem necessary to protect the safety of the public and the individuals involved. 

Emergency Communications Officer Responsibilities 

Communications Center personnel are responsible for coordinating unit directions during a 
pursuit until command is assumed by a commanding officer. 

Emergency Communications Officers will coordinate a pursuit with other involved agencies in 
conjunction with instructions from the commanding officer. 

Emergency Communications Officers will advise of any hazardous conditions that may affect the 
conditions of the pursuit. 

Operations and Tactics 

Tire Deflation Devices – The use of tire deflation devices to assist in terminating a pursuit will be 
accomplished according to departmental directives at the earliest practical opportunity. (See 8.06 
Roadblocks) 

Unmarked Police Vehicles - Unmarked police vehicles may initiate vehicular pursuits, provided 
that the vehicles are properly running and equipped with operable blue lights, siren and 
headlamps, and with the stipulation that the vehicle must withdraw from its role as the primary 
unit when a marked unit is in place to take over that role. The unmarked vehicle will then serve 
as an assisting unit unless otherwise directed by the commanding officer to discontinue. 

Police Motorcycles – For the purpose of this policy, the use of police motorcycles in vehicle 
pursuits will be governed as if the unit was an unmarked vehicle. 

Number of Vehicles in Pursuit - The number of vehicles in pursuit is restricted to two, unless 
otherwise authorized by the commanding officer due to extreme circumstances. 

Offensive Tactics - Ramming, bumping, or other deliberate contact is prohibited, unless use of 
deadly force is authorized. 

Roadblocks - Any roadblock must be approved by the commanding officer in accordance with 
departmental directives pertaining to the use of roadblocks. Low speed moving roadblocks are 
most likely to result in a safe apprehension with minimal danger to officers and the public, and 
will therefore be the departmental preference whenever practical. Commanding officers have the 
authority to approve different types of roadblocks dependent upon the circumstances of the 
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incident and will be held accountable for such decisions. (See 8.06 Roadblocks) 

Intersections - Police vehicles will enter intersections only upon first ensuring that no other 
vehicle will be adversely affected by the operation of the police vehicles and while exercising a 
heightened level of caution and acting with due regard for the safety of others.  When entering an 
intersection where stopping is indicated by sign or signal, the officer will stop if necessary, or 
otherwise proceed slowly through the intersection as vehicle and pedestrian traffic permit safe 
passage. 

Divided Highways - Officers will not pursue any vehicle the wrong way on a divided highway, 
unless specifically authorized by supervisory personnel. 

Spacing and Following Distance - Safe following distances will be maintained to ensure that 
police vehicles may take the appropriate evasive and/or stopping action if necessary. 

School Zones - Pursuits will not be conducted through school zones during times of greatest 
potential risk to pedestrians and school traffic. 

Inter-jurisdictional Pursuits 

The Communications Center will notify outside agencies when the Department is in pursuit 
within their territory. The notification will specify that the call is either a request for assistance or 
a courtesy notification only with no requested participation. This decision will be made by the 
commanding officer. 

Officers will not actively engage in pursuits through Cary's jurisdiction which are initiated by 
other agencies that would not be authorized by this directive. 

Officers may provide support to outside agencies by clearing intersections of vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic and/or using tire deflation devices as may be prudent.  

Provided advanced knowledge exists indicating that the pursuit is authorized by this directive: 
permission may be granted by the commanding officer to engage when:  

 The emergency nature of the pursuit warrants immediate assistance  
 All departmental directives are followed  
 No more than one Cary Police Department unit participates, unless additional units are 

authorized by the commanding officer based upon demonstrated need for additional 
assistance  

Officers shall received prior authorization to continue a pursuit into neighboring jurisdictions. 
The following will also apply: 

 Pursuits which would appear to be heading beyond a point which is one mile outside the 
city limits should be re-evaluated by all officers involved, especially supervisory 
personnel. 
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 Pursuits that are ordered terminated by the supervising officers of neighboring agencies 
due to safety factors will also be terminated by Cary Police Department units. 

 No more than one Cary Police Department unit will assist in a support role unless there is 
a recognized and authorized need for additional units as directed by the Cary Police 
Department commanding officer  

 When a pursuing unit or a supervisor has knowledge of any tactics that are being or are 
about to be initiated by officers from another agency that would constitute a violation of 
Cary Police Department directives, all Department units will terminate active pursuit 
immediately. Officers may follow at a safe distance and speed to render assistance should 
the pursuit be concluded with the stopping of the fleeing vehicle. Officers will not re-
engage in the active pursuit once termination has been ordered.  

 If officers of the entered jurisdiction are able to assume responsibility for a pursuit, 
officers may follow at a safe distance and speed to render assistance should the pursuit be 
concluded with the stopping of the fleeing vehicle.  

Overtaking Violators 

Although routine overtaking of violators does not normally fall within the definition of pursuits, 
overtaking is considered within the same safety guidelines as pursuits in general. Overtaking is a 
necessary vehicular operation in the apprehension of violators, and public safety must be 
foremost in the effort. The following guidelines apply to the overtaking of violators: 

 Officers are allowed a maximum distance of three miles for turning around and catching 
up with a violator. 

 Blue lights and siren must be operating as soon as the speed exceeds 15 mph over the 
posted speed limit.   

 All pursuit restrictions on crossing intersections and limiting speed apply during a “turn 
around and catch-up”. 

 In the event that a routine overtaking situation escalates into the driver attempting to 
evade apprehension, applicable departmental directives pertaining to vehicular pursuits 
will be in effect.  

 Officers engaging in overtaking attempts after dark will operate their vehicles with 
headlamps on.  

Documentation and Reports 

The officer initiating the pursuit will complete a Vehicle Pursuit Action Report. This report will 
be submitted to the appropriate supervisory personnel prior to the end of the officer's shift. 
Supervisory personnel may require additional documentation from the initiating officer and other 
personnel involved in the pursuit. The report and all additional documentation will be forwarded 
through the chain of command to the Chief of Police. 

The commanding officer will prepare a Police Pursuit Report Form and supervisory overview in 
memorandum form that will summarize all pertinent information concerning the pursuit. This 
report will include the commanding officer's findings related to compliance with departmental 
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directives by all Department personnel involved in the pursuit, as well as any other issues 
pertinent to the incident. This report will be forwarded, along with the officer's Vehicle Pursuit 
Action Report through the chain of command to the Chief of Police. 

An audibility test of each vehicle’s siren will be conducted annually at a distance of 1,200 feet 
and documented on the vehicle’s inspection report. 

An annual analysis of vehicle pursuits will be completed in order to reveal patterns or trends that 
may indicate training needs or policy modifications. This report will be compiled by a designee 
of the Bureau Commander and forwarded to the Chief of Police.  A serious departure from policy 
may result in discipline, including dismissal.  

An annual review of pursuit policies and reporting procedures will be conducted and 
documented.  
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