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C I T Y   O F   R A L E I G H 

I N T E R O F F I C E   M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 To: Ruffin Hall,  
City Manager 
 

 From: C.L. Deck-Brown,  
Police Chief 
 

 Date: August 17, 2018 
 

 Re: Preliminary Report of August 13, 2018, 
Officer-Involved Shooting  

 
 An officer-involved shooting occurred on August 13, 2018, near the intersection of Rock 
Quarry Road and Merrywood Drive.  No one was struck by any gunfire.  Following standard 
practice, both the Wake County District Attorney and the State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) 
were notified.  Because no one was injured as a result of the shooting, the SBI declined to 
investigate the matter.  The Raleigh Police Department Internal Affairs Unit is in the process of 
conducting a criminal investigation of the shooting and will present its findings to the Wake 
County District Attorney for review.  The Detective Division of the Raleigh Police Department 
is conducting an investigation into matters related to the theft of the vehicle involved in this 
incident.  Additionally, the Office of Professional Standards of the Raleigh Police Department is 
conducting an administrative investigation into the incident.  When complete, the administrative 
investigation will be reviewed by members of the Command Staff.   
 

All investigations are on-going, will be thorough, and will follow the available facts and 
evidence wherever they lead.  Based upon the information currently available to the Department, 
a preliminary review of the incident provides the following: 

 
  At approximately 4:10 p.m. on Monday, August 13, an individual called 911 to report 
that his car had just been stolen from the 1000 block of N. King Charles Road.  Emergency 
Communications broadcast a description of the stolen vehicle.  Shortly after the broadcast, Sgt. 
S.A. Brown observed the stolen vehicle traveling near Poole Road.  Sgt. Brown radioed for 
assistance and continued to follow the vehicle at a distance.  Once assistance arrived, his intent 
was to attempt to conduct a felony stop of the stolen vehicle.  Senior Officer J.C. Vucich was 
close by and responded to assist Sgt. Brown.  While Officer Vucich was en route, the stolen 
vehicle came to a stop behind a vehicle on Merrywood Drive, at the intersection of Rock Quarry 
Road.  Sgt. Brown pulled up immediately behind the stolen vehicle.  Officer Vucich was 
traveling southbound on Rock Quarry Road, turned left and stopped at the intersection of Rock 
Quarry Road and Merrywood Drive.  At that time, the stolen car remained completely stopped 
behind the other car at the intersection.  Officer Vucich’s vehicle was facing the front of the 



2 
 

stolen vehicle, at an offset angle.  Because Merrywood Drive is a two-lane road, Officer 
Vucich’s vehicle was in close proximity to the stolen vehicle.   
 
 As Officer Vucich arrived, Sgt. Brown activated his blue lights and got out of his vehicle 
in order to give commands to the driver of the stolen vehicle, who was later identified as Mr. 
Ronie Demitri Hyman.  As Officer Vucich was exiting his vehicle to assist Sgt. Brown, Mr. 
Hyman turned his wheels to the left and accelerated rapidly, directly toward Officer Vucich.  
Officer Vucich, believing that Mr. Hyman was attempting to strike him with the vehicle, quickly 
backed away from the rapidly advancing vehicle, drew his weapon and fired two shots at the 
vehicle. Officer Vucich had a close and unobstructed view of the vehicle when he discharged his 
weapon.  Mr. Hyman continued to flee in the stolen vehicle, heading south on Rock Quarry 
Road.  From the time that Officer Vucich arrived on the scene to the time he fired his weapon 
was approximately three (3) seconds.  Officer Vucich called, “shots fired” over the radio and he 
and Sgt. Brown began to pursue Mr. Hyman.   
 
 Several minutes later, after a pursuit in which Mr. Hyman committed numerous traffic 
violations, the stolen vehicle was involved in a single vehicle crash on Western Boulevard.  Mr. 
Hyman was then taken into custody without further incident.  He complained of pain and was 
transported to the hospital, where he was treated and later released.  He did not suffer any 
gunshot wounds during this encounter.  Mr. Hyman was taken to the Wake County Jail and 
charged with larceny of a motor vehicle, felony fleeing to elude, careless and reckless driving, 
and hit and run.  Upon completion of the investigation additional charges may be filed.   
 
 Officer Vucich was wearing a body camera and his vehicle was equipped with a dash 
camera.  Both cameras were activated and recording during the incident. It is the intent of the 
Raleigh Police Department to file a petition seeking to release video of the shooting to the public 
in accordance with N.C. Gen. Stat. §132-1.4.   
 
  Pursuant to departmental policy Officer Vucich was placed on administrative duty 
pending the completion of the criminal and administrative investigations.     
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